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[English Translation] 

 
Xakriabá Territory, Caraíbas Village, February 12, 2025. 

 
 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) - Paris/FR, 
other bodies and authorities. 
 
Subject: UNESCO World Heritage Emblem - Peruaçu Caves National Park 
 
Dear UNESCO Representatives, 
 
At this important moment where the implementation of the UNESCO World Heritage 
Emblem of the Peruaçu Caves National Park is being discussed, we feel the need to dialogue 
and express our position on this relevant issue. 
 
We are currently a population of approximately 12,000 (twelve thousand) indigenous people 
of the Xakriabá ethnic group, our territory is located in the municipalities of São João das 
Missões and Itacarambi, in the extreme north of the state of Minas Gerais. 
 
We are immemorial inhabitants of the São Francisco River Valley. Still in the sixteenth 
century the bandeirante (explorer/invader) Januário Cardoso, duly authorized by the 
Portuguese Crown, established in a term of donation the limits of our territory in a document 
signed in the "Arraial de Morrinhos", with a deed drawn up on February 10, 1728. This notary 
registry echoes to us to the present day as a true and legitimate "Constitution". The 
document referred to in this term of donation was registered in the parish book of Vila 
Januária, the siege of the county, and on April 19, 1956 in Ouro Preto, which at the time was 
the Capital of the Province. The established limits delimit the Serra Geral, bordering the 
Peruaçu, headwaters of the Itacarambi River, Alto da Boa Vista flowing into the São Francisco 
River. 
 
Over the centuries our territory has suffered constant invasions. Currently, we occupy only 
a third of the lands delimited in the aforementioned term of donation. The maintenance and 
recovery of this space is the result of intense processes of struggle, painful losses and the 
most serious conflicts ever recorded in the history of our people. 
 
In 1927, the episode called the batalha do curral de varas, our people suffered a real 
massacre by farmers with the help of military forces. This violent action occurred in 
retaliation for our people's non-acceptance of the invasion of our territory on the banks of 
the São Francisco River, where our ancestors performed religious rituals. 
 
In the 1940s, with the enactment of Law No. 550, of 1949, our territory suffers another hard 
blow when it is officially considered by the State as vacant land (terra devoluta). 



Subsequently, the Land Institute of the State of Minas Gerais, through RURALMINAS, 
responsible for the regularization of vacant lands in the State, intervened in the region, titling 
the possessions acquired by non-indigenous people. Such intervention ignored our 
territorial right, which caused numerous conflicts, many lives were taken. 
 
This dispute was partially resolved in 1987, due to the impact caused by the armed ambush 
in the village of Sapé, where Rosalino Gomes de Oliveira, José Teixeira and Manuel Fiúza were 
brutally murdered, who was still recovering from another attack suffered in 1986. The crime, 
considered genocide, gained international repercussion, forcing the Federal Government to 
ratify the disputed area through document No. 94,608, of July 14, 1987, published in the 
Official Gazette of the Union. 
 
In 1996, we again requested the (then) National Indian Foundation about the need to 
continue with the process of regularization of our territory. In the year 2000, another part of 
our territory was homologated in the Rancharia region. In 2006 we began another intense 
struggle for self-demarcation through resumption actions, which later the National Indian 
Foundation created a Technical Working Group to resume the study of demarcation and 
delimitation through Ordinance No. 1096/PRES/2007 of November 13, 2007. 
 
We, indigenous peoples, live with irreparable damage caused by the violation of our rights, 
promoted mainly by the lack of political will of the Brazilian State. We, chiefs, leaders and 
communities continue to face extreme situation due to the threats arising from our firm 
position in defense of our territory, a legal and legitimate struggle for the protection and 
defense of life, biomes and waters. Ensuring the regularization of our territory has always 
been seen by our people as the central basis of our survival actions. Currently, most of the 
chiefs and leaders of our people are included in the program for the protection of human 
rights defenders. 
 
Legal uncertainty has been the main obstacle to the guarantee and enforce our territorial 
law. The constant actions of invasion always have external political and economic interests 
directly affecting our entire collectivity, impacting our lives, compromising our survival bases 
and putting our future generations at risk. The recurrence of acts of rights violations is fueled 
by the lack of "political will" that seeks to establish itself as sovereign by placing itself above 
constitutional principles, structured racism is characterized as "legalism" and 
"legitimization" of this violence, further weakening the pillars that support our life and our 
existence. 
 
Convention 169 of the International Labor Organization (ILO), incorporated into the Brazilian 
legal system, provides that the signatory State must adopt measures necessary to 
determine/identify the lands that we traditionally occupy and ensure the effective protection 
of our rights. It is the responsibility of the signatory State to promote the full effectiveness of 
the social, economic and cultural rights of indigenous peoples. 
 



The Statute of the Indian establishes that indigenous lands, on the initiative, and under the 
guidance of the federal assistance agency, are administratively demarcated and protected 
in accordance with the process established by a decree of the executive branch. The 
aforementioned provisions are currently regulated by Decree 1775/96, which provides for 
the administrative process of demarcation of indigenous lands. 
 
The detailed report of demarcation and delimitation of our current claim was published in 
the official gazette of the Union on October 6, 2014. Currently, the signature of the 
declaratory ordinance is the next step that has lasted for 1 year. Failure to comply with the 
constitutional purpose and the rules established in international agreements vehemently 
violates our right, this rule or the lack of it, exceeds all possible and imaginable legal 
deadlines. Currently, it is already 20 years, or 240 months, or 7,190 days consuming lives, 
dreams and fundamental human rights, which are harmed on a daily basis, this slowness of 
the State limits our access to natural goods important for our physical and cultural survival. 
 
In view of all this situation, which we have expressed in a few lines, we are currently faced 
with another great challenge, this time involving the candidacy of the Peruaçu Caves 
National Park to the UNESCO World Heritage Site Emblem. The procedures involving this 
important movement can also be seen as another predictable impact, and its way of 
conducting it also lacks a consistent evaluation. 
 
 The Peruaçu Caves National Park overlaps our territory and not the other way around, in this 
we understand that it is necessary for the Brazilian Government to also proceed with the 
demarcation claim, signing and publishing in the Official Gazette of the Union the 
declaratory ordinance of our territory, because we understand that the two processes need 
to go together. This position is not a disagreement about the importance of this act headed 
by UNESCO, it is a claim that we consider relevant. However, it is urgent and necessary that 
we can, as indigenous peoples, position ourselves in the face of concerns, since at this 
moment, this claim is hampered by the lack of concrete steps, requested by us in a timely 
manner, to the Brazilian Government. 
 
The Report of the Prior Free and Informed Consultation, held in our Xakriabá territory, 
Caraíbas village, in June 2024, clearly presents the request that remains without action from 
the Government in this one. Impasse. Such a situation focuses on clear objectives 
established in Convention 169 and determined as principles of Free and Informed Prior 
Consultation, without this, we understand that this process loses legality and legitimacy.  
 
We reiterate our historical commitment to actions that allow a look at the processes that 
discuss the worrying situation of the climate crisis, the need to protect and defend 
harmonious relations of coexistence, the defense and protection of rights, as well as the 
important role of UNESCO, but we cannot fail to draw attention to the impasse that needs to 
be observed and overcome. 
 



We request a position from the Brazilian government, as a matter of urgency, in the face of 
the demand presented, so that we can advance in the understanding of this important and 
valuable initiative to be represented by UNESCO. 
 
Main impasse: Claim, as a matter of urgency 
Subject: Signing of the Declaratory Ordinance of the process of demarcation and territorial 
delimitation of the Xakriabá Indigenous People 
Reference: Process 08620.040804/2013-89. 
Technical Group: Ordinance No. 1096/PRES/2007 of November 13 
Identified Area: 43,517 hectares and land (forty-three thousand, five hundred and 
seventeen hectares). 
Current situation: Identification and Delimitation Report published in the Official Gazette 
of the Union in 06 of October 2014, awaiting the signing of the Declaratory Ordinance.  
 
 

Xakriabá Indigenous Territory on February 12, 2025. 


